
 

 
 

GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCIL 

Statement on the Importance of Funding Scientific Research 

The Graduate Student Council (GSC) represents the 6,800 graduate students of the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT) in all matters concerning their welfare, academic opportunities, and 

professional careers after graduation. We support all measures that strengthen federal funding for both 

basic and applied research and enable major scientific innovation. Moreover, we stress that these 

investments in research are essential to increase the competitiveness of our economy and the overall 

health and prosperity of our society. 

The GSC urges strong and sustained growth in federal funding programs to enable predictable 

long-term support for research projects. Unless discretionary spending caps set by the Budget Control 

Act are lifted, funding for science technology will inevitably drop off significantly. Current research 

grants supply an average of 3-4 years of support, even though many fields of science have projects with 

naturally longer lifetimes.1 Unfortunately, total federal research funding has dropped from 4.9% of the 

federal budget in 2004 to 3.5% of the federal budget in 2016.2 Although both Senate and House 

Appropriators have technically budgeted for total increases in overall research spending, much of that 

spending comes by offsetting increases to some agencies with drastic and unnecessary cuts in other 

research areas.3  

By some measures, high amounts of research funding correlate to a great portion of the U.S. economic 

growth.4,5,6 For example, the advent of the computer and all the technological advancements that come 

along with it--the internet, computer chip hardware, robotics, to name a few--have led to economic boons 

in manufacturing and a variety of other industries as well.  

We have been heartened by recent Congressional investments in the NIH, especially in light of the White 

House’s proposed cuts, and increases to DOE and NOAA research funding in the Senate’s proposed 

budget. However, we do not believe this must be paired with cuts in other areas of research. We 

encourage Congress to make across the board increases in research funding, in both fundamental 

and applied research, by funding research at the National Labs, NIH, National Science Foundation, 

NASA, research arms at the EPA, NOAA, Department of Transportation, and other agencies. 

Ultimately, the GSC urges its representatives to prioritize research funding during budget and policy 

decisions. Now is the time to invest in the promising technologies of the future with robust funding. 

Research has been, and will continue to be, the key to economic competitiveness and improved quality of 

life. 
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