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Appendix 1 
 

Re: Statement on the Quantum Frontiers Report 

The Graduate Student Council (GSC) represents the nearly 7,000 graduate 
students of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). We support policies that 
strengthen the American science and technology base, drive American economic 
competitiveness, and ensure that the development of new technology is guided by 
American values. Therefore, we strongly support the recommendations put forth 
in  the Quantum Frontiers Report and thank you for your leadership in putting forth 
a sensible and effective roadmap for American Quantum Information Science (QIS). 

We must ensure that the United States remains a leader in QIS research as it is 
likely to rapidly accelerate technological development and remake the national security 
landscape.  However, QIS as a field has yet to reach industrial maturity and is still in the 
research and development stage, with the identification of near-term applications itself an 
active area of inquiry. It is therefore critical that the nation strategically invests in the 
frontiers that are most likely to progress the field, and create a strong foundation for 
future technological applications.  

The Quantum Frontiers Report presents a well-reasoned and grounded approach 
to realize the potential of QIS in America, cogently emphasizing coordination between 
academic, government, and private sector stakeholders. We especially welcome the 
report’s focus on developing the educational discipline of quantum engineering, and we 
further highlight the critical need to build and retain a robust STEM talent pool for QIS and 
other emerging technologies. Along the same lines, we recommend expanding 
research fellowships, including: the National Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship (NSF GRFP), the National Defence Science and Engineering Graduate 
Fellowship Program (DOD NDSEG), and the Department of Energy Computational 
Science Graduate Fellowship Program (DOE CSGF). We hope that future reports and 
legislation will develop and enact specific strategies to train the American research 
workforce. 

One of the most important outputs of research activities are the trained 
scientists and engineers who will lead future US innovation. If you would like to know 
more about the importance of increased research funding for graduate students and our 
nation’s global competitiveness, or would like to discuss additional methods of advancing 
graduate education and research, please reach out to us at gsc-eab-fed@mit.edu. 
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