
 

 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Division of Professional Licensure 
Board of State Examiners of Plumbers and Gasfitters    

1000 Washington Street, Suite 710, Boston, MA 02118-6100 
Forms available at http://www.mass.gov/dpl/boards/pl 

 

 
 

 

          PHONE: 616 727-9952                                    FAX: 617 727-6095                                        www.mass.gov/dpl/boards/pl 

CODE MODIFICATION PROPOSAL APPLICATION 

 
APPLICANT INFORMATION 

 
______________________________________________      ________________________________________ 
                                    Name       Address  
 
          
                                City/Town                                                  State                 Zip Code   
 
                   
             Telephone                                       Facsimile                                         E-mail 
 
 
 
(1) Request 
 
Check one only: 
 
� Revise existing text                            CODE SECTION: ______________________________ 

� Adopt new text                                   CODE SECTION: ______________________________ 

� Delete and substitute new text           CODE SECTION: ______________________________ 

�  Delete text entirely                            CODE SECTION: ______________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
(2) Proposal Criteria 
Note 1: On a separate sheet, provide a response for each question regardless of whether or not it applies to the 
proposed code change. 
Note 2: Be sure to use corresponding question numbers for your response(s). 
Note 3: Provide supporting documentation for the following:  
 

1. Provide an explanation for adopting this proposal, and if not adopted any problem(s) that may result? 
2. Will the adoption of this proposal protect the health, safety, welfare and security of the general public, if 

so, how? 
3. Will the adoption of this proposal impact small business, if so, state the impact? 
4. What impact will the adoption of this proposal have on local plumbing and/or gas fitting inspectors 
5. Does this proposal address known field problems that are not addressed in the current code, if so how? 
6. Will the adoption of this proposal have any adverse impact on the public, if so, how? 
7. Will the adoption of this proposal help to conserve vital resources in any way, if so how? 
8. Will the adoption of this proposal require the Board to approve a new material, technology, installation 

method prior to implementation? 
9. Will the adoption of this proposal impact the industry relative to cost of complying with the code, if so 

how? 
10. Does this proposal discriminate against the use of materials, products, methods, or systems, if so how? 

 
 
 
 

Jack Reid (MIT Graduate Student Council) 142 Memorial Drive

Cambridge MA 02142

gsc-eab-state@mit.edu5123505261 N/A
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(3) Code Modification Proposal   
 
 
Proposal: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
� To the best of my knowledge, the code proposal I am submitting is original material and based on my 
personal experience, thought and research. 
 
� The code proposal I am submitting is not entirely original material and derived from the following source(s): 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Applicant Signature 
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCIL

Criteria for the Code Modification Proposal regarding 
284 CMR 10.10(18)(r)

1. Provide an explanation for adopting this proposal, and if not adopted any problem(s) that 
may result?

Adopting this modification would enable MIT and other organizations to establish more multi-
fixture, all-gender restrooms without seeking additional variances, thereby better satisfying 
demand for currently underserved members of our community while minimizing labor for building
owners and the Board. By our count, the Board has held at least 25 hearings regarding variance 
requests for multi-fixture, all-gender restrooms since 2016 and has only voted to deny two of 
these. In recent years, such variance requests have increased both in the total number and in the 
types of organizations applying for them. This also does not include the unknown number of 
requests for variances related to single-user, all-gender restrooms that could be obviated by 
permitting multi-fixture, all-gender restrooms. At this point, surely it is reasonable to set general 
policy rather than continue to hear an increasing number of specific requests. This is particularly 
true when one takes into account that some building owners and users may not be aware of the 
variance process or the Board’s amenability to such requests. Such individuals may not even make 
a request and forgo attempting to install multi-fixture, all-gender restrooms. A code modification 
would prevent this from occurring. This proposal is also in line with the 2021 version of the 
International Plumbing Code (section 403.2 “Separate Facilities”), meaning that this proposal is 
following professionally developed standards. 

2. Will the adoption of this proposal protect the health, safety, welfare and security of the 
general public, if so, how?

Yes. Many members of the MA public would be well served by the presence of such restrooms. 
This includes both individuals uncomfortable with using specifically gendered restrooms as well as
parents and caregivers using the restroom with children of the opposite sex. From the MIT pilot 
program, we received such responses as:

"It is often difficult for me in public spaces to know which restroom 
I should use for my own comfort and that of others... As such, I am 
deeply grateful for this pilot project... Knowing there are now more
accessible gender neutral facilities makes [working in many 
buildings across campus] far less stressful."

"The bathrooms in buildings 4, 5, and E14 have all made it a lot 
easier to execute my weekly schedule, which helps me give my 
colleagues the professional courtesy they deserve... The all-gender 
bathroom pilot program has helped me perform at my best, and 
made it possible for me to have a strong start on my PhD."
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For those who do not need or require such restrooms, the impact is minimal. From the One-Year 
Report on the MIT pilot program:

“The general response to the pilot has been very gratifying. There 
have been no reported threats to safety or misuse of the facilities. 
The Naval Research program reports that women students in the 
program still elect to use traditional women’s rooms, but other 
women not in the Naval program have verbally reported being 
pleased to have the option. Positive verbal feedback has also been 
given by both MIT and non-MIT users, especially after a major 
event has resulted in associated increased use of restroom 
facilities. Parents who accompany small children to the restroom 
have been pleased to have an all-gender facility option when their 
child is of the opposite sex than their own.“

3. Will the adoption of this proposal impact small business, if so, state the impact?

Yes, it will benefit small businesses by providing them with more options for restroom formats 
that fit the needs of their clientele and employees. One such business, Night Shift Brewing, has 
successfully received a variance for this purpose. Michael Oxton, the co-founder of Night Shift 
Brewing said, “One of our brand's core values is inclusivity, and this was a very clear way of 
creating an inclusive customer experience at our new spot… Our staff is made up of young 
families and new moms... We wanted to remove any barriers possible to ensure everyone feels 
comfortable in our second home. We are optimists at Night Shift and believe the world is moving 
in a positive direction more often than not. If we can help move it there a little more quickly, all 
the better.” [via the Mass Brewers Guild website]
Meanwhile, those businesses who do not wish to have multi-fixture, all-gender restrooms will not 
be obligated to, as the proposed code modification provides an additional option rather than 
removing any.

4. What impact will the adoption of this proposal have on local plumbing and/or gas fitting 
inspectors?

This modification would have only a minimal impact on inspectors. It would require that they be 
aware that multi-fixture, all-gender restrooms as defined in the code are an option available to 
building owners, but it would not require additional inspections or higher scrutiny.
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5. Does this proposal address known field problems that are not addressed in the current 
code, if so how?

Yes. Many individuals either feel uncomfortable selecting a specific single-gender restroom, either
due to personal identity or due to being a parent or caregiver accompanied by a child of the 
opposite sex. While single-fixture, all-gender restrooms are sometimes present nearby, they are not
consistently so, and their smaller available occupancy can result in waiting. Also, such all-gender 
restrooms can also reduce wait times in general, by allowing queues to flow to whichever restroom
is available.

6. Will the adoption of this proposal have any adverse impact on the public, if so, how?

No. Adoption of this proposal would merely make more options available to business owners and 
users. Traditional single-gender restrooms will still be available to those designing new buildings 
and privacy will be preserved for those using these restrooms. Existing pilot programs at MIT and 
elsewhere have demonstrated the remarkably unremarkable rollouts that these restrooms have had. 
They are useful and appreciated by those for whom they are relevant and largely unnoticed by 
others.

7. Will the adoption of this proposal help to conserve vital resources in any way, if so how?

The adoption of this proposal would not appreciably help to conserve vital resources, nor would it 
increase the consumption of them or otherwise harm them.

8. Will the adoption of this proposal require the Board to approve a new material, 
technology, installation method prior to implementation?

No. The implementation of multi-fixture, all-gender restrooms as proposed in this application 
would rely entirely upon long-standing material, technology, and installation methods.

9. Will the adoption of this proposal impact the industry relative to cost of complying with 
the code, if so how?

No. The proposed modification provides an optional alternative, and thus does not increase any 
required costs. Even those business owners who choose this option should not face appreciably 
higher costs since the format of the restrooms are fundamentally the same to existing multi-fixture 
restrooms.

10. Does this proposal discriminate against the use of materials, products, methods, or 
systems, if so how?

Not to our knowledge.
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